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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend claims 1-3, 10-14 and 19 as follows: 

1 . (currently amended) A method comprising the steps of: 

receiving, from a host terminal, a request to set up a virtual conference , the virtual 
conference defining a communication forum for communicating virtual conference information 
among a plurality of virtual reality terminals including the host terminal, the virtual conference 
information including onfe or more virtual images : 

determining selected attributes of the virtual conference; 

retrieving information supporting the selected attributes[,]i 

filtering at least a portion of the information, yielding filtered information and 
supplementing one or more of the information and filtered information with supplemental 
information, tlie information , filtered information and supplemental information defining the 
virtual conference information; 

sending at least a portion of the virtual conference information to a virtual conference 
bridge; and 

connecting the host terminal to the virtual conference bridge, thereby e atobliohing -a 
setting up the virtual conference including initially at least the host terminal. 

2. (cun ently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of retrieving information 
comprises retrieving a portion of the virtual conference information from a virtual conference 
database. 

3. (cun ently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of retrieving information 
comprises retrieving a portion of the virtual conference information from the host terminal, the 
virtual conference information including one or more facial images of a host operating the host 
terminal. 

4. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of determining selected attributes 
comprises receiving indicia of options selected via the host terminal. 
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5. (original) The method of claim 4, wherein the step of receiving indicia of options 
comprises receiving indicia of a selected room type, the step of retrieving information comprising 
retrieving information associated with the selected room type from a virtual conference database. 

6. (original) The method of claim 4, wherein the step of receiving indicia of options 
comprises receiving indicia of a selected outdoor environment, the step of retrieving information 
comprising retrieving information associated with the selected outdoor environment from a 
virtual conference database. 

7. (original) The method of claim 4, wherein the step of receiving indicia of options 
comprises receiving indicia of a selected presentation medium, the step of retrieving information 
comprising retrieving information associated with the selected presentation medium from a 
virtual conference database. 

8. (original) The method of claim 4, wherein the step of receiving indicia of options 
comprises receiving indicia of a selected meeting room facility, the step of retrieving information 
comprising retrieving information associated with the selected meeting room facility from a 
virtual conference database. 

9. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving, from at least one participating terminal, a request to join the virtual conference; 

and 

connecting the at least one participating terminal to the virtual conference bridge, thereby 
joining the at least one participating terminal to the virtual conference. 

10. (currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the step of retrieving 
information comprises retrieving virtual oonforcmco information from one or more of: the virtual 
conference database, the host terminal and the at least one participating terminal, the virtual 
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oonf e r e no e information from the host terminal and the at least one participating terminal 
including facial images of operators of the host temiinal and the at least one participating 
terminal. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the step of filtering comprises 
removing extraneous further oomprioin g: filt e ring th e virt ua^-oo nf e r e n ee information retrieved 
fi"om one or more of: the virtual conference database, the host terminal and the at least one 
participating termina V yi e lding filtered information; aa d 

s e nding the filtered information to tho virtual conf e ronoo brid ge. 

12. (currently amended) The method of claim 11, wherein the step of supplementing 
comprises ove rwriting at least a portion of furthor cfimpriniti;;- mippl B mnnting the filtered 

p e nding tho suppl e m e nt e d filtered information to tho virtual conf e r e noo bridge . 

1 3 . (cu rrently amended) The method of claim 1 0, wherein the step of supplementing 
comprises overwriting at least a portion of the fiirtbor comprising: s uppl e menting th e virtual 
oonforonoo information retrieved from one or more of: the virtual conference database, the host 
termuial and tlie at least one participating terminal , yi e lding pupplomontod r e tri e v e d information; 

s e nding th e oupplemonted rotriovod information to tho virtual oonfor e noo bridge . 

14. (currently amended) A method comprising: 

establishing a virtual conference comprising a host virtual reality terminal and one or 
more participating virtual reality terminals connected to a virtual conference bridge; 

communicating virtual conference information including one or more virtual images 
among the host terminal and one or more participating terminals via the virtual conference 
bridg e.the virtual images including images retrieved from one or more of: the host terminal, the 
one or more participati ng terminals and a virtual conference database: and one or more of: 
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images derived by removing extraneous information from the retrieved images, defining 
filtered image s: 

images derived by overwriting the retrieved images with supplemental information: and 
images derived bv overwriting the filtered images with supplemental information . 

15. (original) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of communicating virtual 
conference inJbrmation comprises sending images associated with a selected room type to the 
host terminal imd one or more participating terminals. 

16. (original) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of commimicating virtual 
conference inibrmation comprises sending images associated with a selected outdoor 
environment to the host terminal and one or more participating terminals. 

17. (original) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of communicating virtual 
conference inibrmation comprises sending images associated with a selected presentation 
medium to the host terminal and one or more participating terminals. 

18. (original) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of communicating virtual 
conference information comprises sending images associated with a selected meeting room 
facility to the liost terminal and one or more participating terminals. 

19. (currently amended) A system comprising: 
a switching center; 

a virtual conference database; and 
a virtual conference bridge, 

the switching center being operable to retrieve virtual conference information including 
one or more virtual images from the virtual conference database and send the information to the 
virtual conference bridge, the switching center further being operable to connect a host virtual 
reality terminal and one or more participating virtual reality terminals to the virtual conference 
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bridge, thereby establishing a virtual conference where the host terminal and participating 
terminals may receive the virtual conference information; 

the virtual images including images retrieved from one or more of: the host virtual reality 
terminal the one or m ore participating virtual reality tenninals and the virtual conference 
database; and one or more of: 

images derived bv removing extraneous iiiformation from the retrieved images, defining 



filtered image s: 



images derived bv overwriting the retrieved images with supplemental information: and 
image s derived bv overwriting the filtered images with supplemental information . 

20. (original) The system of claim 19 wherein the virtual conference information 
comprises images associated with one or more of: a room type, an outdoor environment, a 
presentation medium and a meeting room facility, 

the switching center being operable to retrieve selected images from the virtual 
conference database and send the selected images to the virtual conference bridge, the host 
terminal and participating terminals receiving the images upon connection to the virtual 
conference bridge. 
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